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The course examines the tools, materials, and basic 
principles used in reupholstering furniture. Techniques involved in 
using equipment, dismantling furniture, constructing the foundation, 
making the muslin cover, planning and preparing the platform and 
covering, and attaching loose wood panels are some of the operations 
dealt with in the course. The vocational, as well as home, use of 
these skills is explored. Available to all high school seniors, it is 
recommended that Wood Finishing, Industrial Arts— 587a. Oa be 
considered as an extension of the course. The guide is organized 
according to behavioral goals with instructional material coordinated 
under the headings: suggested content ideas, learning opportunities, 
and resources. The 36-page appendix offers illustrations of each step 
in the upholstering process, a guide to upholstery equipment, and 
other procedural guidelines. (Author/MW) 
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contsn: :;RrcRi priori ^^<^ v^^ 

This course examines the icols^ macorials and baj' ic principles xt^^.d in 
roupholsterinr. furniture. Techniques Involved in using equipment, 
dismantling furniture^ constructing the foundation, making the muslin 
cover, planning and preparing the platform and covering and atta<hinj' 
loose wood panels will be practiced. The vocational, as well as home, 
use of these skills will be explored. 

CCmSK ENROLLMENT GUIDELIM':s 



TI1I5; coarse should be made available to all senior high school hciyw np.fl 
girls who are interested in obtaining and developing skill in reupho toring 
furniture. Wood F inishing (Industrial Arts 5874 •OA) is a recommended 
extension of this course. 



R/\TIONALE 



The art of reuphols tering is one of the easiest methods of re juven;>t ing old 
furniture, of adding color and fresh beauty to the home, and yet most peopU^ 
are afraid to try it. Many home sewers will aggressively make a slip covt»r, 
but hesitate at a job that involves such tools as hammer ^nd tacks to work 
along with the thread and needle. By learning a few tricks of the tri^de the 
homemaker may progress from making slipcovers to reupholstering footstools 
or pad seats for dining room chairs, upholstered chairs, sofas ^ outdoor 
benches, studio couches and bed headboards either for personal use or for 
gainful employment. 



FOREWORD 



This course of study has been developed by teachers as part of an effort to 
make Home and Family Education more meaningful and interesting to students. 
It is not intended to be a prescription for teaching, but rather nn aid to 
the teacher in meeting the objectives. The wealth of activities and resources 
arc intended to be examples from which the teacher can select those that best 
treet the needs of the students. To facilitate continuity it is recommended 
that the teacher he selective in choosing activitier. , but nalntiin all 
objectives within the course. Where content ideas are given, they are 
intended to be general notes and suggestions from the vriter(s) to the 
teacher to further explain objectives and activities. This first edition Ir 
3 Working Copy snd it is hoped that the teacher will note ruggested changes 
and additions while using it in order to aid in future revision. This rourse 
of study was developed under the direction and leadorship Mrv , . arth-^ Lee 
La Croix, Consultant, and Mrs. Betty Morrow, Teacher-Coordinator, jow* and 
Family Education. If the teacher Hmb not h«d prior experience or training 
in the area, it Is recoaeended that course #876, Dade County Adult Horn 
Economics » be taken before teaching this course. 
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MAJOR COALS 

!• Tho? ?;tudent will use the techniques, skills and manipulative 
proccKNes of reupholftter Ing* 

2. The student will develop the techniques of good workmanship 
when reupholstering furniture • 

3. The student will reupholster a used piece of furniture. 



BEHAVIORAL OUTCOMES 

The student will be able to: 

1^ Select and safely use the correct tools, materials and 
equipment necessary for the chosen project • 

2, Dismantle a chair » measure, stretch and tack webbing to the 
frame. 

3» Explore the basic construction techniques which involve the 
springs and burlap foundation. 

4. rtuff the muslin cover, choose the proper fabric cover and 
cover the chair. 

5. Plan and prepare the platform cover. 

6. Cover and attach loose wood panels, select and apply trimmings 
and skirt and make cushions. 
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COURSE CONTENT 



1* Classification of upholstery work 

A» The pad seat 

B. The tight -spring seat 

C. The overstuffed seat 

II. Selection of tools^ materials, equipment and project 

A* Hand tools 

!• Type and size of hand tools 

2. Function and purpose of each tool 

3* Importance of quality 

A, Care and storage of tools 
5. Basic materials 

1. Type and size of materials 

2, Function and purposes of materials 

3. Importance of quality 

4, Cost 

C, Sewing machine 

1. Theory and technique of operation and making adjustments 
Size and type needles 

3. Care of machine 

4. Care and storage of all machine supplies and safety precautions 
D» Button machine 

K Types of button machine:; 

Types of attachments and dies used 

3. Theory and techniques of operation and making 

4. Care and storage of supplies with machine 

5. Importance of accuracy when using the machine 

6. Methods used in assembling work 

7. Safety precautions 
E. Cushion machine 

1. Techniques of operation, checking the machine for use, metal 
cuf^hion box, plunger, mechanical power and foot lever 

2. Correct way to strip cushion cover over metal box 

3. Advantages of mechanical power 

4. Care and storage of the machine 

5. Safety precautions 
Upholsterer's bench 

1» Types of benches 

?» Function and purpose of the bench 

3. Correct vay to adjust bench 

4. Care and storage of bench 

5. Safety precautions 
G> Safe work practices 

!• Holding tools correctly 

2. Keeping work area clean 

3. Lifting hea/y objects correctly 

4. Keeping face away from springs 

5. Connecting, grounding and using electrical equipment with caution 

6. Handling needles with care 

7. Avoiding splinters in old furniture 

8. Keeping tools and supplies on table 

9. Avoiding loose clothing 

10, Depositing waste materials quickly 
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III. DiKinantling furniture ^ ;\ )*• * , 

' 

A, Loarnirg to dismantle furniture 

1 ♦ Aflvantages and d isadvantages 
?. Function of hand tonl* 

Purpose of rennval of lacks and fabric from frame* 
A. Soh^ctinn of suitable materials for repair 
*>♦ Pnrtr. to he renewed^ repaired and redesigned 

6. Iraportance of good workmanship 

7, Work and safety precautions 

B. Webbinp 

1. Technique? in stretching vebbing 

2. Functions of hand tools 

3. Methods used in tacking 

4. Purposes of stretching webbing 

5. Techniques used in cackin^^ 

6. Checking the furniture frame 

7. Techniques of measuring webbing 
3. Work precautions 

IV. Basic construction 

A. Springs and spring edges 

1. Placing and fastening springs to webbing 
a» Techniques of installation 

b. Hand tools used 

c. Importance of spacing springs 

d. Accuracy and techniques uned m seeing springs 

2. Selecting springs 

a. Correct ways to select right side of spring 

b. Selection of type spring 

c. Importance of right gauge 

3. Tying springs 

a. IHirpose of tying springs 

b. Techniques and skills of tying a slip knot 

c. Techniques and methods used in directional tyinf', 

d. Function and purpose of eight-way tying 
Describing various types of springs 

a. Sizes, shapes and types of each 
b» Proper resiliency of sprin^^s 
c* Function and purpose 
B» Burlap foundat ions 

1. Attaching burlap 

a. Techniques of mea^^uring 

b. Importance of haridling burlap properly 

(1) Accuracy in cutting and sewing burlap 

(2) Purpose of hand sewing 

(3) Work precautions 

2. Learning to slip-tack the burlap 

a» Methods used in baste slip-ta<kinR 

b. Techniques in handling burlap 

c. Purpose of slip-tacking 
C • Bu rlap rolled edge 

1. Tools, materials and equipment used 

2. Techniques and niethods used 

3. Function and purpose of the rolled edge 
-i. Necessity of precision work 

5. Work precautions 
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V. MuHlIn cover 

A* Filling the muslin cover ...'^ 

1. Stuffing the cover 

a. Techniques in handling tnaterlals 

b. Purpose and function of muslin cover 

c. Principles of construction 

d. Work precautions 

2. Adjusting the stuffing for sewing 

a. Methods used in adjusting stuffings 

b. PrincipleF involved in shaping 

c. Purpose of hand stitching 

d. Work precautions 
B. Fabric cover 

!• Choosing proper fabric cover 

a. Selecting correct fabric fot use 

b. Function and purpose of texture 

c. Advantages of colorfast fabric 

d. Types of weaves 

e. Analyzing quality 

f. Analyzing value and cost 
2. layout plan 

a. Purpose and principles involved in layout plan 

b. Types and uses of fabric 

c. Special handling required for each type of fabric 

d. Disadvantages of using special weave materials 

e. Work precautions 

VI « Fabric platform cover 

A* Planning and preparing the platform cover 

1. Types of platforms 

a. Advantages of preparing materials to conform 

b. Types of platforms used 

c. Size of platform used 

rf . Techniques and methods to make required platform 
e. Accuracy required 
f» Work precautions 

2. Adjustment of material^; to conform with pl^itform 
a. Principles involved in layout plan 

b» Steps Involved in construction work 

c. Shapes -^f platforms used 

d. Accuracy required 

e. Selection of materials 
Work precautions 

3. Constructive sewing 
a. Types of seams 

Size of seams used in upholstery 
# c» Selection of type seams to be used 

d. Techniques and methods used to make seams 

e. Shapes and finishes of seams 

f. Accuracy required 
Work precautions 

Cutting covers to fit post corners 
I. Post corner cut 

a. Types of corners 

b. Size of corner 

c. Selection of type to be used 

d* Techniques and methods used to shape the post cut 
r^T)^^ ^» Shiipes of post corners used 

f. Accuracy required 

g. Work precautions 



Kinds of post corners Vi i;' *^ 

a* Purpose and function of post comers 

b. Purpose of checking right and vrrong post corners 
c» Principles of construction 
d» Work precautions 

(1) Accuracy In cutting 

(2) Accuracy in sewing and gimp trio 
Post corner pleats 
a» Techniques of handling pleats 
b» Work precautions 

(1) Accuracy In cutting 

(2) Accuracy In pleating ma^^frial to form a 'V* 
VI I « Covering and attaching loose wood panels 

A» Panel planning and preparing 

1. Selection of arro panels 
a. Types of arm panels 
b<. Size of panels 

c» Selection of materials to be used 

d» Techniques and methods used to make arm panels 

e. Shapes of arm panels used 

f* Work precautions 

2. Panel fitting 

a» Purpose and function of panel 
b* Techniques and methods used 

c. Work precautions 

(1) Accuracy in measuring 

(2) Accuracy In stuffing 

(3) Accuracy In fitting and tacking 
B» Outsldes and trimmings 

I • Trimming 

a. Selection of trim finish 

b. Function and purpose of trimming 

c. Accuracy required 

d« Kinds of trimmings used 
e. Advantages of using trimming 
2» Ornamental tacks 

a. Techniques and skills of handling hand tools 

b. Work precautions 

(1) Accuracy in spacing 

(2) Accuracy In styling 

(3) Accuracy in tacking 

3. Cardboard tacking strips 

a. Purpose and function of cardboard tacking strips 
b» Techniques of handling materials 

c. Importance of following definite procedure in attaching 
outside tacking strips 

d. Work precautions 

4. Outside blind slip-tacking 

a. Techniques and skills U5ed in handling tools 
b* Importance of selecting right type and size of needle to fit 
material weight 

c. Techniques of slip-tacking 

d. Work precautions 

e. Purpose and function of blind sevlng 
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Flc?nte<} Nkirts and flunt coverH 
K Mf*a8urlng the skirt 

a. Sizif ami nhape of j;kirt QQp^ fVvMlABlE. 

b. l>chnlqueH of layout plan ^t^* 
1 • Work procaullcins 

(1) Accuracy in tnoaNutements 

(2) Accuracy In styling 

2. Sewing the pleated skirt 

a. Techniques and methods used to make a pleated skirt 

b. Advantages of preparing materials to conform with skirt 

c. VJork precautions 

(1) Accuracy in stitching 

(2) Accuracy in marking and cutting 

(3) Accuracy in box pleating 

d. Purpose of welt seam finish used 
Making cushions 

1* Measuring the cushion 

a. Size and shape of the cushion 

b. Techniques of layout plan 

c. Types of equipment used 
d» Measure accurately 

2* Finishing the cushion 

a* Types of finished seams 

b. Techniques used in basic welt seatr finish 

c* Method of blind s?ip-tsck stitch 

d. Work precautions 

3. Applying dust cover 
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SERIES I 
THE PAD SEAT 



BEST COPY AVAiUBLE 
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SS&IES I 
THE PAD SSAT 




SERIES I 

THE PAD SEAT j r.*tuL:^BlE 



• C3. - 



FIKAL COVER 




APPLYING BACK COVER 




31 



SESI£S I 
THE PAD SEAT 




TACKING CAMBRIC TO BOTTOM 
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SERIES II 




FRAME WEBBED 
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SBRIKS II 




EDGE ROLL BUILT UP AROIND 
FROKT EDGE OF SEAT TO ARM 
STUMPS AND AROUND BACK TO 
AR»6 
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SERIES II 

THE TIGHT-SPRIMG SEAT C""''' ' 




STrPFING STITCHED 
TO BURIAP 



SBRIES II 
THE TICBT-SPRIM6 SBAT 




SERIES II 



TKE TIGHT-SPRINC SEAT 
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SERIES II 
THE OVERSTUFFED SEAT 




SERIES III K#]IABIE 
THE OVERSTUFFED SEAT 
BURLAP Ov'ER WEBBING OM BACK 




INSTALLATION 
OF SPRINGS 
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SERIES III 
THE OVERSTUFFED SEAT 




STUFFING STITCHED 
TO BURLAP 




SERIES III 
THE OVBRFTUFFSD SEAT 



^^ST corf mmii 



MUSLIN COVER 



\"lc th^I f ft>' iii'islm IS hi fl 
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TA» TO »ACK Of ASM STUMP 
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SERIES III 



THB OVERSTUFFED SEAT 



jNTfRSPRfNG {MA»SHA4l MNlT? 
FOU CUSHION 



PIADV TO 8£ SlUfffC 





I cutis M tfu' tt'»t»t ^{u*»a la'ct 



HIAOV TO S« STU^FSO INTO CQVfa 



FINISHED COVER 
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Guide to MihoUtery Sgulwiwot 



The followiag is a ll«t of •qulp«eat often u«ed In upholstery. Those iteas 
provided in the depsrtaent sre designated with one asterisk. The underlined 
iteas are es#entlal in upholstery and are required Af each student. Those 
with tw asterisks are not required but are recoonended for easier «4orking. 

I. Hand tools HI. Equipwint and Mschlnes 

1. Long tables 

2. Sewing nachlne and attachtsents 

a. Needles 

b. Bobbins 

c . Thriad 

3. Button aachine and attachnents 

4. Cushion Machine 

5. Upholsterer's bench 



II. Basic iiaterials 



1. 


Webbing 


2. 


Burlap 


3. 


>fctslin 


4. 


Caabric 


5. 


Fabric 


6. 


Cotton felts 


7. 


Rubber products 


8. 


Hoss 


9. 


Sisal 


10. 


Curled hair 


II. 


Kapok 


12. 


Down 


13. 


Springs 


14. 


Tacks 


15. 


Twine 


li. 


Thread 


17. 


Clap 


18. 


Welt cord 


19. 


Cardboard tacking 
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I. 


Magnetic hasner 


2. 


Rubber aallet 


3. 


Regular haaser 


4. 


Shears 


5. 


Curved needles 


6. 


Straight needles 


7. 


Webbing stretcher 


8. 


Regulator 


9. 


Ripping tool 


10. 


Pliers 


11. 


Skewer pins 


12. 


Tape sKeasure 


13. 


Rulers 


14. 


Chalk 


15. 


Knife 


If. 


Stuffing irons 


17. 


Screwdriver 


18. 


Power staplers 


19. 


Spring clip clenchers 


20. 


Edge wire clip pliers 


21. 


Metal webbing stretchers 


22. 


Special chisels and pliers for 




re«ovlng staples and nails 



Covcrlttg Upholgtery Bufcflons ^ ^^py 



Introductory Inforttatlon: 

Covtred buttont will hmlp to hold the cotton or filling In place* They will 
elio greatly enhance the beauty of furniture* 

Supplies: 

Button tvlne 
Upholstery buttons 
Upholstery fabric 
Paper 

Equlpaent : 

Button machine 
Button dyes 
Shears 

Safety and precautions: 

1^ Cut upholstery fabric large enough to overlap the button top* 

2. Plastic buttons vlll sowetlises require paper to cover the button top* 

Procedure or steps: 

1* Select the sane slse button and button die* 
2* Place the bottom die In the boCto« hole* 

3* Place the botto* of the button with the shank down In the hole of 
the bottott dle«. 

4« Turvt the top die over, place It on the upholstery fabric and cut to size* 
5* Place the fabric vrong side up on the top die* 
6* Lay the top of the button on the upholstery fabric. 
7« Push the top of the button and the fabric into the hole In the die* 
8* Lay the top die on top of the bottom die and press the button 
together by levering the hand layer tvo or three tl&Ms* 

References : 

None 

Questions : 

1. Why are the die slses so Important? 

2* Where should the bottoei die be placed? 

3* What side should the upholstery fabric be placed on the top button die? 

4. Why must the hand lever be lowered two or three times? 
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Uitttg th» Cushion Machine to Fill • Cushion 

BrST COPY AVAILABLE 

Introductory Informitlon: 
When e cushion Is filled by using e cushion machine. It vlll hold Its shepe 
longer and vlll have a neater appearance than when It Is filled by hand. 
Less tiae and skill are required to fill cushions when using the machine. 



Supplies: 

Upholstery cotton 
Springs 
Foaa rubber 
Cushion cover 
Poly* foam 



Equl patent : 

Cushion Mchlne 
Tape oeasure 
Sheers 



Safety and precautions: 



1. Safety lock must be In place before the cushion le filled* 

2. Plunger mat be In the proper position before the cushion can be filled. 



Procedure or steps: 

1. Opan and fold back both sides of the machine. 

2. Push the plunger to the rear of the nachlne until It hits the stof. 

3. Open the nachlne to the desired vldth of the cushion by turning the 
handle counter-clockwise » 

4. Place one layer of cotton In the pan allowing 5*' on each end for overlap, 

5. Place and utnter the cushion on top of the cotton. 

6» Place and center one layer of cotton on top of the cushion allowing 5^* 

of overlap on each end. 
7* Lay one strip of cotton 5'' wide and the length of the cushion on each side 
8. Close the pan and set the safety lock. 

9* Cooipress the cushion by turning the handle clock-wise Just enough to 
slip the cushion cover over the front of the pan. 

10. Slide the cushion over the pan until the cushion boxing Is flush with the 
front of the machine. 

11. Using both hands, one on either side of the cushion cover ^ hold the 
cushion as tight as possible. 

12 « Fill the cushion cover by pressing up and down on the foot pedal. 
13. Pull the cushion toward the operator to resK>ve It. 

Beferenca: 



Bergen, John 
All About Uphol s tering 
First Idltion, 1952 
Pages 119-120 

Questions: 

1* Why Bust the safety lock be in place before the cushion can be stuffed? 

2. In what position doea the plunger have to be before the cushion can 
be stuffed? 

3. What would happen if the cotton overlaps the plunger? 
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Dtiwntltttg • Ctf tr 



Introductory InfonMtion: 

This is a very laportant step in uphoLatary. 

IhcaBC steps are a aust for the atudent. if theae methods are followed It 
will make the job of naaauring funxiture for the upholstery fabric much easier. 

Supplies : 

Rone 

Equipment : 

Ripping tool 
Wooden mallet 
Upholstery h 
Pliers 
Shears 



Safety and precautions: 



1. 



Do not drop ornamental nail heads on the floor. 

Use pliers when removing old welt cord and tacking strips. 



Procedure or steps: 

1. Remove skirts, gimp* double welt cord, front and side panels. 

2. Remove the lower boxing and the dust catcher. 

3. Remove blind stitching twine, and tacks from outside of back. 

4. Remove outside of back. 

5. Resaove tacks from material or pull strips from the inside of the 
beck, bottom. DO MOT RSHOVE IKS I D S OF BACK. 

6. Remove blind et itching twine and tacks from right and left outside 
of arms. 

7. Remove right and left outside of arms. 

8. Remove tacks from material or pull strips from the right and left 
inside of arm, bottom. DO MOT REMOVE RICHT AND LEFT INSIDE OF ARM S. 

9. Remove the right and left outside of wings. 

NOIIE: Dismantling process is now completed. The chair, as it stands 
now, is ready to be measured for the upholstery material. 

Reference: 



None 



Questions : 



1. Why should the Inside of the back be left on? 

2. Why are both outside of arms removed? 

3. What is the purpose of dismantling a chair in this manner? 
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PI«ctng and Scwlog the spring* to the tfebblwg 



Introductory infomatlon; t^^*^ 



The ■Ice of sprlnRi used for «pcrtlcuUr type of chelr h«e beea standardized. 
The aprlnge should not b« leit then 2" above the teat rail vhen Med down. 
They ehould not be too aprlngy, yet not ao decreased that they will lose their 
sprlnKiness, thereby forwlns a hard seat and putting exceaalve atraln on 
the twine holding then. 

Supplies: 

Springe 
EqulpiBent: 

Shears 

Stitching tulne 

Button or curved needle 

Safety and precautions: 

1. Place as sany springs as the seat will hold» yet spacing thea so 
they will not touch each other. 

2. Keep lege clear when pulling the button needle through the webbing. 

Procedure or steps: 

1. Place the springs in rows. 

2. From the underside of the webbing » force the needle through and 
up as close as possible to the outside edge of the bottosi coll of 
the spring. 

3. Push the needle dc«m and through the webbing on the Inner side of 
the coll, fonilng a loop around It. Tie a skip knot underneath. 

4. Hske 3-4 stitches for each spring. 

3. Arrange the stitches around the spring In such a sianner that the 
third stttch will be close to the next adjoining spring. 

6. Bepeat this procedure until all the springs are flraly secured. 

7. Make a double knot In the twine when the final stitch has been aade 
to secure the end of the twine to the spring. 



Reference: 



Bergen » John 
All About Uphola te rlng 
First Edition, 1952 
pages 76-77 



Questions: 



1. Why should the springs be placed in rows? 

2. Why should the springs not touch each other? 

3. What would be the correct aaount of springs In a given seat? 
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Covering the Se«t With Bur Up 

toff WM»«^^ 

Introductory Inforwitlon: 

Clofcly woven burl«p la used to fom a base for the stuffing and to 
prevent strands of stuffing material fiom falling through the springs^ 

Supplies : 

Upholstery burlap 
#3 tacks 

Upholstery chalk 

Equipment : 

Upholstery hasMer 
Vooden swllet 
Ripping tool 
Shears 

Tape Keasure 

Safety and precuatlons: 

1. Tack the burlap In the center of each seat rail so as not to 
split the rallr 

Procedure or steps; 

1. Lay the burlap over the springs » allowing a 2'* overhang on all sides* 

2. Beginning at the front turn the edge of the burlap over and slip- tack 
to the seat rail. 

3. Stretch the burlap to the rear of the seat, turn the edge of the 
burlap over and slip-tack It across the rear seat rail. 

4« Stretch the burlap to one side of the seat, turn over and slip-tack 
it along the side seat rail. Repeat this process on the other sl4e 
of the seat* 

5. Notch the burlap to fit the comer posts, turn all comers over and 
sUp-tack. 

6. When burlap is in place, drive all tacks hoM. 

Reference; 

Bergen, John 
All About Upholstering 
First Edition, 1952 
Pages 91-92 

Questions : 

1. Why is a 2'' overlap allowed when measuring for the burlap? 

2. When should the burlap be cut to fit the post comers? 

3. How tight should the burlap be pulled? 
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THE BUSXAP EDGE ROLL 




/ 

LARGE EDGE ROLL 




TAPERED FDGE ROLL 
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Applying th« Mutlln Covr 



,,,, t«^^v^Btt 

Introductory InfonMtlon: 

Th# purpose of • Builln cov«r It Urgely th«t of holding the stuffing In 
place. By using • ausUn covsr. It c«n readily b« seen whether the stuffing 
Is evenly distributed or needs redistributing ehvough the use of « stuffing 
regulator poked through the auslin. 

Supplies : 

Muslin 
#3 tacks 

Equip«ent : 

Magnetic haner 
Tape aeasure 

Ripping tool 
Wooden aallet 

Safety and precaations: 

1. Do not pullauslin too tight as it will caase pu^X marks. 

2, Slip-tack cover first, then when stuffing is in place and all pull 
«atks are cut, drive tacks hooie. 

Procedure or steps: 

1. Measure froa front to back, then side to side and allow 3" all 
around for the stuffing. 

2. Cut the BUS 1 in. 

3. Slip-tack the Buslln in place by tacking at all four centers. 
A. Pull snug and slip- tack towards all corners. 

5. Flat fold square comers. 

6. Pleat round comers. 

7. Reaove pull aarks by releasing tension. 

8. Regulate and drive tacks hone. 

Reference: 

Bargen, John 
Al l About Upholsteting 
First Edititin, 1952 
Pages 61-62 

Questions : 

1. What nakes pull aarks? 

2. What is the purpose of a nuslin cover? 

3. Rev are pull aarks reaoved? 



Shears 
Regulator 

Chalk 
Ruler 
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Techntquca tn H easurlng for Fabric 




D«clr»d re«ulr» «nd ob^ectlvei; 

1. To obtain exact neaaureaents of each section of the chalr» allow 
one to two Inches aK»re over-all for sewing and tacking. 

2. These neasureaents are then layed out into squares on a piece of 
paper to deterslne the necessary yardage for the chair. 

3. This layout Is then copied onto the fabric ready to be cut. 
Information: 



I. 


Seat : 


S 




a. Reversible cushion 


C 




b. Solid seat 


SS 




c. Attached cushion 


AC 


2. 


Cushion boxing or seat boxing 


CB 


3. 


Platfom and nosing 


PLT N 


4. 


Extra nose or boxing 


EN 


5*. 


Inside anis 


lA 


6. 


Am panels or boxing 


AP 


7. 


Inside wings 


IW 


8. 


Inside back 


IB 


9. 


Inside back panei.i or boxing 


IPB 


10. 


Inside back cushion 


BC 


11. 


Back cushion boxing 


BCB 


12. 


Outalde wings 


OW 


13. 


Outside aras 


OA 


14. 


Outside back 


OB 


15. 


Skirts 


SK 
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Techniques In Measuring for Fabric (continued) 
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30' 



20" 



12" 



IW 



20" 



12" 



OW 





27" 




27" 






15" 


lA 


15" 


lA 







29* 



IB 



15" 



25" 
Ok 



15" 



25" 
OA 



20" 



12" 



IW 



20" 



12" 



OW 



30' 



40" PLT X mSE 
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4V' 


54" 


SCB 






54" 


SCB 




4%" 


54 


BCB 




4%" 


S4 


BCB 





Technlquet In Measuring for Fabric (continued) 





27" 




27" 


25" 


SCU 


25" 


SCU 




27" 




27" 


20" 

i 




BC 


20" 


BC 



27" 



25" 



OB 



6" 
13" 
AP 



6" 
13" 

AP 



9" 



9" 



SC 



9«" 



SC 



9" 



9" 



SC 



11" 



9" 



SC 



9" 



9«» 



36" 
SSK 



36" 
•^SK 





33" 


9" 






FSK 




30" 




9" 








BSK 
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Techn iques In Me>«urtng for Fabric (continued) 



Side Border Top Border 




Insf Illog the Ihiit CTcher 



lotroductory Infomatlon: 

The final operation In uphoUtarlng • piece of furniture !• that of covering the 
bottom of the furniture with c«»brlc. Ce«brlc, originally « fine linen fabric, 
le now umde from cotton. It is utttd to cover the boteom of the flnithed seat 
to keep dust from entering the furniture and particles of the atufflng from 
falling to the floor. 

Supplies: 

Caabrlc 
#3 tscks 

EquipiBent ; 

Tape aeasure Sheers 
Wooden SBllet Ripping tool 

Upholstery hamer 

Safety and precautions: 

1. Place a protective cover over the horses to keep the upholstery 
fabric frovi becoaing soiled. 

Procedure or steps: 

1. place a protective cover over the upholstery horses. 

2. Place furniture on the horses upside down. 

3. Measure the length and width of the botto« area to be covered. 

4. Add 2" all around and cut. 

5. Starting fro* the front center after the edge Is turned under, 
drive in one tack. 

6. Stretch the caabric tight to the back. Turn under and drive in the 
second tack. 

7. Stretch the caabric to the right side of the chair bottoa, turn under 
and drive in a tack. Repeat this step for the left side of the chair 
bottoa. 

8. Drive tacks In approxlaately 1" apart. 

9. Cut and tria as needed. 

Reference : 

Pope, Blanche Roaick 
Upholstering Hoae Furniture 
First Edition. 1954 
P«ge 157 

Questions : 

1. Why should a protective cover be placed over the upholstery horses? 

2. What purpose does the caabric serve? 

3. At what point should one start to tack the caabric? 
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Covering • PlatfoCTi 



Introductory inforaatlon: 



The pl«tfor» tn back of the iprlng edge roll thomld be covered with pUtform 
fabric if the ttudent withes to t«ve fabric. Otherwise, the platform may be 
covered with the saae fabric as the furniture. 



Suppliei : 



Platform or upholttery fabric 
#3 tacks 



Cotton 

Stitching twine 



Equipment : 



Upholstery haveer 
Regulator 
Ripping tool 



Safety and precautions : 



Uooden mallet 
Curved needle 
Wax 



Upholstery pins 
Sewing machine 
Upholstery thread 
Tape measure 



1. Be sure to make an allowance for the stuffing before the fabric is cut. 

2. Stay-tack platform until it is cut and pulled. 

3. Be sure that seam is hand sewn to the burlap. 



Procedure er steps: 



1. 



2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 

6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 

II. 

12. 
13. 



Measure and cut a banding long enough to reach from the back edge of 
the spring edge roll forward to the spring edge wire. Allow h" «t 
each side for the seams. 

Cut band wide enough to permit tucking in around the ends of the 

spring edge rolls at Che arm stumps. 

Fit, miter » and pin the bend at the comer. 

Machine stitch the mitered comers. 

Sew a welt to the bottom edge of the band, letting the face of the 
fabric cover hang down over the seat rails. 
Sew the band to the platform fabric. 

Place cotton over the platform, center the cover on the seat. 

Pin the front edge of the platform fabric to the back edge of spring roll. 

Slip-tack the fabric to the top edge of the side and back rails. 

Hand sew the front seam of the platform fabric to the back edge of the 

spring edge roll. 

Pull the banding ever the roll and pin the seam of the welt to the spring 
edge wire. 

Lock stitch the welt seam to the burlap over the spring edge wire. 
Make cuts on the platform fabric pull through, pull tight, end drive 
the tacks home. 



Reference: Bergen, John 

All A bout Upholstering 
First Edition. 1952 
Pages 100-102 

Questions: 

1. vniiy should the platform be hand stitched to the burlap? 

2. Explain why the comers are mitered. 
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Covertng ganelt 




Introductory inforiBatlon: 

Panels are uaually for functional purposes to face ara stuaps and back posta 
that night otherwise be difficult to cover, but they nay also be used 
decoratlvely. Whether or not a panel lies with the grain of the Mterlal or 
on a bias depends on the position of the panel when Installed. 

Supplies : 

Upholstery isaterlal 
Cotton 

Upholstery chalk 

Equipment : 

Magnetic haaner 
Ripping tool 
Wooden mallet 

Safety and precautions: 

1. Do not drive flnlshlv*^ nails through plastic. 

2. Be extremely careful when using the regulator on fabric. 

Procedure or steps: 

1. Cut the fabric at least 3" bigger all around to allow for the padding. 

2. Place and tack one or two layers of cotton on the panel. 

3. Place the fabric over the panel, then turn the panel upside down. 

A. Starting In the canter of one side, fold the issterlcl over the panel 
and sUp-tack It. 

5. From the center work to the top, then to the bottom, slip- tacking It. 

6. Pull fabric tight and repeat this procedure on the other side. 

7. Notch fabric both top and bottoa before the corners are made. 

8. Drive tacks home. 

Reference: 

Berger, John 
All About Upholstertn}^ 
First Edition, 1952 
Pages 126-128 

Questions; 

1. How nch bigger should the fabric be cut to allow for the padding? 

2. Why should the fabric be notched Wfore the comers are made? 



Upholstery welt cord 
#3 tacks 
Finishing nails 



Tape measure 

Regulator 

Shears 
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Trtaalng a. Ch^tr With Glwp 




Introductory Infontatlon: 



The priMry purposes of utlng glap on « chair arc to prevent fraying of the 
upholstery aaterlal and to enhance the appearance of the chair. 



Safety and precautions: 

1. Glap mist be started by tacking the wrong side up. 

2. Using too much glua will cause the gimp to bccoaa stiff when dry. 

3. B« sure all tacks are covered. 

Procedure or steps: 

1. Tack the end of the giap wrong side up to the frame and turn 
the gimp over. 

2. Apply the upholstery glue to the back of the gimp, smooth the glue 
evenly with finger. 

3. Place the gimp along the edge of the frame being careful not to 

stretch it. 

4. sup- tack the gimp about 1%" from the point where the glue ends. 

5. Fold and overlay the gimp at the comers then glue to insure a 
neat comer. 

6. Join the free end the gimp to the starting point by turning under 
one -ha If inch and glue in place. 

Reference: 

Bergen, John 
All About Upholstering 
First Edition, 1952 
Pages 122-123 



Supplies : 



Gimp 

Upholstery glue 



Gimp tacks 
#12 tacks 



Equipment : 



Shears 

Ripping tool 
Tape measure 



Upholstery haaoMr 
Regulator 
Wooden mallet 



Questions; 



1. How should the gimp be started? 

2. Should the gimp be stretched? 

3. Why should the gimp be slip-tacked? 
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Making • Cuahton 



Introductory InforrMtlon: 

Befor* the outtlda of aroia and the outaidtt of the back are lnat«Ued, the 
cuahlen la ouide. Kaklng the cushion at this tiae will enable the student 
to add more ituffing to the chair if the cuhhion does not fit. 



Supplies: 



Upholstery thread 
Upholstery chalk 
upholstery naterial 
Upholstery iielt cord 



Bquipaent : 



Seving aachine 
Curved needle 
Wax 

Stitching twine 
Cushion stretcher 



Cotton 
Foan rubber 
Poly -foam 



Regulator 
Upholstery pins 
Shears 

Tape Bieaaure 



Safety and precautions: 

1. Before cutting the material make sure the measurements are correct. 

2. Be sure both sides of the cushion are cut so as to be reversible. 

Pvocedure or steps : 

1. Measure the length and width of the seat, then cut one piece of 
fabric 2" bigger all around. 

2. Lay the fabric right side up flat on the seat. 

3. Hold a pencil or chalk vertically to the fabric and with the 
back of the fingers flat against the inside eras and inside back 
of the chair, mark the fabric to the ahape of the seat. 

4. Cut the fabric %" outside of khe chalk mark to allow for the welt 
cord. 

5. Reverse the fabric, cut the other side of the cushion, matching 
the pattern. 

6. For the cushion boxing, measure the old boxing or the cushion, 
and add 1" to the width. 

7. Cut welt cord strips Ik" wide, use as many strips as needed to 
circle the cushion tvice. 

8. Sew the strips together diagonally on the machine as shown in 
Figure 1: 

a. First strip face up. 

b. Second strip over or face down. 

c. Sew frow top left hand comer to bottom right hand comer. 

continued 
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Making a Cushion 
Fl?. I 




B 



9. S«w the ««lt cord, the v«lt cord strips and one side of the 
cushion together in one operetlon. 

10. Stop about 2" on each side of the Joining point. 

11. SMOOth the welt covers snuggly In place «t the Joining point, 
sew ehea together with a flat seen. 

12. Cut the welt cord for the ends to butt together at the joint* 

13. Fold the cover over the welt cord and complete the sewing. Repeat 
this operation on the other side of the cushion. 

14. Cut two lengths of boxing^ one centered along the front, the 
other along the back of the cover. 

15. Sew the boxing to the welted top cover, Joining the ends of the 
boxing preferably at the back. 

16. Pin the boxing and the bottoa cover together at all comers. 

17. Sew the boxing and bottom cover together along the sides and front, 
aligning the comers. 

NOTE; Leave the back of the cushion open for stuffing. 

leferences: 1. Bergen, John 

All About Upholstering 
First Edition. 1952 
Pages 114-120 
2. Pope, Blanche Romlck 

Upholstering Hone Furniture 
First Edition, 1954 
Page 309 

Questions: 

1. Why should measureaents be double checked before cutting the fabric? 

2. Why is it so laportant that the welt cord strips be cut W wide? 

3. Kow would a cushion boxing be measured? 
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